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STAAR

The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness is given to 3rd grade 
students to determine their math and reading abilities.

Math and reading are tested again in 4th grade, along with writing aptitude.

During a student’s 5th grade year, he/she must successfully pass both the math 
and reading STAAR exams to be eligible for promotion to the 6th grade. They 
receive up to three opportunities to achieve passing scores. Additionally, 
students take their first state assessment in science this year.



Student Success Initiative (SSI)

In previous years, students were expected to pass reading and math STAAR each year; 
however, schools could choose to promote students based on other criteria (good 
academic grades, previous grade level repeat, appeal to the leadership committee. This 
resulted in many students being “passed along” who were not academically ready for 
promotion, which created learning gaps that continued to grow over the years, 
presenting a tremendous hurdle to overcome in order to graduate from high school.

To combat this problem, the Texas Legislature created the SSI to determine “stop gap” 
years--meaning that in 5th and 8th grade, students are ineligible to promote without 
passing the math and reading assessments for their grade level.*



What Does SSI Mean for My 5th Grade Child?

Three Opportunities to Pass Reading and Math for Promotion to 6th Grade:

1) 5th grade tests will take place April 9-11. 
2) Students who are unsuccessful will be notified that they will take the second 

round of tests on May 13-15.
3) Students who are unsuccessful on both attempts will be recommended for 

summer school, in order to prepare for the third round of testing, scheduled for 
June 25 and 26.

If the student does not pass BOTH the math and reading on the third attempt, 
parents will be invited to meet with the school’s leadership team to discuss 
retention arrangements.



How to Help Your Child Prepare for Success
Parents play an important part in helping children give their 
best performance on a test. The ideas presented in this 
session may serve as a guideline for to help your student(s) 
prepare for testing. During the weeks leading up to the 
STAAR, begin to talk with your student about the 
importance of giving their best effort during testing. Talk 
about the things that make them nervous, and develop a 
plan to overcome those fears. Celebrate areas in which they 
feel strong and confident.



What can you do now?
Make sure your child:
● Gets 8-9 hours of sleep on school nights.
● Is present at school, and on time, every day.
● Eats a good breakfast, and consumes protein (meat or nuts) with all meals.
● Drinks plenty of water throughout the day.
● Exercises. It releases chemicals in the brain that promote focus and active thought.

Make sure you:
● Communicate with teachers via email and/or Dojo to learn about your child’s 

specific academic needs, and how you can partner together.
● READ TOGETHER: The key to success on any exam is literacy and comprehension. 

Visit your local library, or access online resources listed on your colored handout. 
Have your child read aloud to you, and discuss the content.



What can you do the night before a STAAR test?
Make sure your child:
● Gets to bed on time, with no distractions (TV, video games, cell phones, etc.).
● Has clothes, shoes, and school supplies laid out ahead of time, to prevent a 

last-minute frantic search in the morning.
● Follows his/her normal routine, as much as possible.

Make sure you:
● Resolve any arguments or concerns for the day so your child does not go to bed 

anxious, angry, or worried.
● Mention the test, to show you are interested and supportive, but don’t dwell on it.



What can you do the day of a STAAR test?
Make sure your child:
● Gets up early to avoid rushing.
● Arrive at school on time.
● Eats a healthy, not heavy breakfast. (Bananas are great to eat just before a test.)

Make sure you:
● Remain positive, to build your child’s confidence and comfort level.
● Avoid negative remarks or arguments (this is not the time to nag about chores or 

their appearance).
● Debrief at the end of the day. Ask how they felt about the test; if anything seemed 

easy or hard. Ask if they wished they did anything differently.
● Emphasize that your child’s test performance does not affect your love for them.



What if my child is ill on a STAAR testing day?

Your child’s health is our first concern; however, students sometimes mistake 
“test jitters” for a headache or stomach bug. Check for clear indicators of an 
illness, to rule out anxiety.

If your child is vomiting, running a fever, or is contagious, please keep them 
home, and notify the school.

Test makeups are conducted on the Thursday and Friday of that week, so try to 
help your child recover before the end of the week.

Children who do not complete the test on the assigned day or during makeups 
will receive no score for that test. 5th graders will test during the next window.



Who should I contact if I have questions?
For test content questions, contact your child’s math, ELAR, or science teacher.

For questions about 504 accommodations, contact Ms. Johnson (counselor).

For questions about SpEd accommodations, contact Ms. Henry (SpEd lead).

For questions about accommodations for students who are learning English, contact 
Ms. V. Smith (LPAC coordinator).

For questions about test security, TEA procedures, and test administration protocol, 
contact Mrs. Morris (campus testing coordinator).

We can all be reached by calling 972-223-6505, and asking for us by name.


